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MINUTES
BLOOMINGTON CITY OFFICE
45 N 1st West
August 19, 2025, at 7:00 PM

City Council Attendees: Mayor Roy Bunderson, Mike Knapp, Cindy Piggott, Dan Porter, Christine Cooper, and Debbie Thomas. Rob Allred came in late at 7:10 pm.
BADC Attendees: David Bee, Winston Hart Wayne Lloyd, Jerry Thornock, Jane Simpson, and Austin Schilling
Community Attendees: Mark Peterson, Danny Price, Paul Sousa, Heber Dunford. Matt Regan, (City Accountant), and Matt Rice and Richard (no last name appeared when logged in) joined by Zoom. 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION – Mayor Bunderson opened the meeting at 7:00 and asked David Bee to give the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Cindy	

BUDGET HEARING – Christine and Matt Regan 	
Each council member had a copy of the budget for 2026. Additional details and new categories were added. Matt asked if there are any other projects or grants that needed to be added to the budget. Mike shared the city did get a grant for $50,00 for the sewer study, but the city has two and one-half years to take it. He and Kyle are looking for grant money to cover the other $50, 000 needed for the study, then they will pull that money. This item will be deferred to another year’s budget. Matt thought he might be able to present a draft copy of the audit next month. Dan asked about funds dedicated for roads and not used in the fiscal year. Can those funds be carried over to the next year? Roy and Matt both replied they could be. Christine may add another line item for these funds. Dan suggested not all invoices from HLE should be applied to roads. They may fit under a different account. Dan said if he can carry over what is left for this year, it would really help next year’s issues. 

Wayne asked what kind of cushion did the city want to have on its accounts. Roy shared the city has spent in excess of excess of $125,000 this year on the North side of Bloomington. This was a viable expenditure. The system was looped in this work. We also found there was a lot of substandard work that had been done. The two-inch water line running for 400 N to 500 N was actually sewer line. This was replaced with a 6-inch line. Also, the connections to homes on 50 E from the main line to the meter were all galvanized pipe. The city opted to fix those as they did the other work. There were shut off values installed so the water would only have to be shut off in a smaller area, instead of the whole North side of town. This left around $60,000 in the water account. This account generates approximately $3,500 each month. This equals out to be around $36,000 per year. Roy thought without any major projects, this would be enough. Wayne: Are there any projects on the horizon? Rob: With the removal of the galvanized water line, the road was cut in three places. These will have to be fixed. It was suggested this work be done in the spring. Roy said there was no intention to cut the roads, but other methods of replacement failed. It was more cost effective for the city to cut the roads than other methods would have cost.

Roy spoke with Dan and they think locating all the value boxes with a GPS system. Would be beneficial. Roy thought the city could do this work themselves, but it does need to become a priority.

Paul Sousa suggested there is no way to build the water and sewer reserve as discussed, a few years ago, a new water tank was discussed. Roy said if you isolate that money, you could do that, but it has to be used for a specific purpose. Jane asked why monies haven’t been earmarked for a future project before. Roy replied there has never been a consensus as to what projects need to be done. Roy would like to have the community weigh in on what they think needs to be done in the future.

Ron Dunford has purchased all of the TJ Nelson Family Trust land. Roy and Ron had some dialogue concerning annexing the part of the land that is in the county. They also discussed this would include impact fees for water. It needs to be determined if there is an impact, and if there is a cost the city would incur should water be run up to Ron’s property. A study has never been done letting the city know what kind of pressure the upper levels would have. Roy suggested this should be a priority for the upcoming council.

Winston alerted Roy that he has lost some water pressure at his home. Others in the city expressed the same thing.

· [bookmark: _Hlk208934221]Motion to approve the budget for 2026 as submitted: Mike, Second: Cindy, Vote unanimous, Motion Passes.

Roy thanked Matt for his time to be with us tonight.

· Motion to move from the Budget Hearing to the general meeting: Cindy, Second: Dan, Vote unanimous, Motion Passes.
				    				
MATT RICE BUILDING PERMIT – MATT BY ZOOM
Matt is closing a car port and adding living space to his home. Jane: Everything Matt turned in is fine, except he does not have a survey. However, their will be no change of footprint. The BADC was unable to approve his application, but they submitted it to the council for their approval subject to a waiver on the survey.

Jane made a recommendation the building permit verbiage be amended to reflect a survey is not necessary for a change of use.

Mark Peterson asked about the change of use permit. Roy replied we will be discussing this tonight. He also said he called Roy and Roy told him that no building permit is needed when adding on to your existing house. Roy said he stands corrected and a building permit is required when adding on to your existing home. 

Mike: Should Matt get a survey and find his home doesn’t sit fully on his land. What would the BADC do. Jane replied nothing because it already exists. Mike: Can the city give someone a permit to do something that’s not on their property. Jane: No, we cannot. Mike: Does this put the city in a compromising position? Paul agreed with the comment.

Roy: The city was looking for three protections when they implemented a needed survey to build:
1. Protection for the city.
2. Protection for the buyer and builder that they were putting the building on an owner’s property.
3. Protection for the neighbor.

Roy: There is no vehicle in our ordinances that gives the right to the city council not to enforce the ordinance.

Wayne: I cannot see where our current ordinance says he has to get a building permit for his situation. Heber Dundord: The ordinance does identify it as residential use, which puts it under the ordinance. Jane: We can never add verbiage for every situation.

Roy asked how we accommodate Matt and his timeline for building. Matt is being held at bay over something he has no control over. How can we accomplish this request without violating our own rules?

Roy asked Matt if there was a compelling reason he wouldn’t see a benefit in getting a survey. Matt: I don’t mind doing a survey, I plan to obtain one. I just don’t want to hold up my contractor and there’s the worry of running into snow issues. It will take some time to obtain a survey – passed the time of bad weather.

Roy suggested the city and Matt enter into a MOU stating, if the city allows Matt to build his project now, when a survey is conducted and your property is in the wrong place, you will dismantle what was built.
Roy asked each council member if they can agree to that:

Rob: If we can enter into an MOU with Matt stating he will do the survey later and let him get his project completed.
Mike – I’m fine with that and am very sympathetic to his problem.
Cindy – I can live with that.
Dan – I also agree. 

Roy then asked Matt if he’s good with that. Matt agreed. 

· Motion to issue Matt a building permit on the contingency that he acquires a survey within one year of receiving the permit: Rob, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

EPHRIAM HOGE WATER – Roy
Roy has been approached by someone looking to buy one of Ephriam Hoge’s lots out North of town. This lot sets outside the city limits and would need to hook onto the emergency line between Paris and Bloomington to receive water. They were seeking support allowing them to hook onto city water. They were mis told if they gathered eight signatures from the citizens of Bloomington who would support their request, that was all that was needed for them to hook on. They were given untrue guidance. Roy explained to them that line was only for emergency situations and was not a distribution line. 		
	
GENERAL BUSINESS                                                                                                            
APPROVE BCC JULY 15, 2025, MINUTES 
These minutes were not approved as Rob asked for an amendment to the minutes adding his comments to the minutes. Debbie shared what the change would be. After reading the proposed changes, Rob said he was fine with what the original minutes stated.

· Motion to approve BCC July 15, 2025, MINUTES as written: Rob, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous with Motion Passes.

APPROVE BCC AUGUST 6, 2025 BCC AND BADC WORK MEETING 
Jane questioned whether Ordinance 2025-1 was passed in the appropriate manner. Roy will check with IAC in the morning to see how this situation can be remedy if done in error.

· MOTION TO APPROVE BCC AUGUST 6, 2025, MINUTES as written: Mike, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT (BADC) 		                  
DANIEL CALL CONFIRMATION
The BADC has recommended Daniel Call to serve on the Building and Development Committee. Roy spoke with Daniel and shared that Daniel has knowledge for writing a Comprehensive Plan and other knowledge that would be beneficial to the BADC. Roy made a recommendation for Daniel to serve on the BADC.

· Motion to approve to Daniel Call to the BADC: Mike, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

Two building permits were submitted, one from Matt Rice – approved this evening and one from Dave Beckett which was not approved because the road is not up to spec. Kyle was asked to give an assessment on Dave’s road. 

Kyle’s six recommendations:
· [bookmark: _Hlk211715208]Cul-de-sac built to a minimum of 82 inches in diameter 
· There was some discussion concerning Blake Hart’s fence that sits in the city right-of-way. When the cul-de-sac is brought up to specs, this fence could be damaged as gravel is pushed out to meet the recommended diameter. Roy has spoken with Blake and he understands the fence is his responsibility to move, and the city will not be liable for any damage.
· Road surface needs to be larger
· Change backslope to a maximum of 4-1
· Drainage constructed with a low at the minimum of six-inches
· There were two more recommendations not discussed.

The city will support the BADC’s recommendation to not issue a building permit to David Beckett until the road work has been complete. Roy will write a letter to David notifying him a permit will not be issued until the road is brought to spec.

BL&SO PROPOSED CHANGES 
The BADC had some suggestions for updating the BLASO.
1. They would like to add the definition CONTAINERS.
2. 3.2 – No building or structure will now include OR CONTAINER except fences.
3. 3.3.5 – Do you want to exempt some structures from the requirement of obtaining a survey?
4. 3.6 – Last sentence: change the word shall to may.
a. Roy and Paul Sousa were concerned about the word shall as that would make the cost of the daily fine discretionary by the council. 
b. There was some discussion about the harshness of the daily fee should someone just disregard obtaining a permit. Jane reminded the council that the daily fee could offset some of the attorney fee should the city have to take them to court.
c. Wayne Lloyd and Mike suggested the use of a grace period giving the offender 30 days after the cease-and-desist order is sent to obtain a permit before they are fined.
The BADC proposed after obtaining a building permit for roll-off sheds and containers, these structures can be moved around the property as long as setbacks are followed without obtaining another permit.

Roy asked what is the city is trying to accomplish with this ordinance:
1. To ensure your building is on your property…survey
2. To ensure setbacks are complied with, so property owners don’t damage a neighbor’s property. Also to obtain ensure visual acuity. Jane stated fire requirements are also a concern if buildings are placed to close together. However, setbacks are the key to the building permit.
3. Lot size
4. Frontage
5. Density
A question came up concerning obtaining a Change of Use Permit – after much discussion it was decided the only way to regulate changes to existing and small buildings, ensuring they meet setbacks and all the BL&SO, is by obtaining a Change of Use Permit. If this is not done, a resident could turn an extra building or garage into another living unit. Violating the BL&SO. Some felt on small buildings; no permit should be required. Roy asked each member to think about the obtaining a change of use permit and small building permits and bring their thoughts to the next work meeting.

Mark asked about setbacks from a ditch. Those attending also discussed this issue, and the need to go to the ditch company to petition for a shorter setback other than stated in the BL&SO.

A work meeting with the BADC and city council was set for August 26, 2025, at 7:00 pm, to discuss the BL&SO.

WATER – Rob Allred
Mike Ward will come and work with Jacob Turner in installing a thrust block. Rob received a bill from Mike Ward for work that Rob thought was already paid. Roy instructed Rob get with Christine and work that out.

Wayne asked whose responsibility it is to check installed water work. Roy stated that he and Rob have been taking turns. Rob mentioned Shawn Turner also can inspect it. The Schilling boys would also be able to inspect the work if no one else was around.

Jane asked about sewer lines. Mike said it was his responsibility to inspect this type of work.

ROADS – Dan Porter
The chip seal project has been completed. The cost to the city was $27,774. That still leaves money in the budget. Roy stated the road work on 2nd North was done very professionally. Future projects include grading on 1st North and work on Canyon Road and Highway 89 to alleviate the drainage problem there in the winter. Also, patch work needs to be done. The Shillings will do this work.

SEWER – Mike Knapp
Kyle is searching for another $50,000 to add to the $50,000 grant the city received for the sewer study. The grant received for the sewer study doesn’t have to be used for a couple years.

FACILITIES – Cindy Piggott
She said she needed to change the lightbulbs. Good feedback was heard about the carved bear. Jane Simpson won the raffle for a half-day side by side and a night at the Hall.
					   		  
TREASURER – Christine Cooper		
There are only a few delinquent accounts.
					   
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES
· Motion to pay bills as submitted: Dan, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous with the exception of Rob who was absent, Motion Passes.

CLERK - Debbie Thomas
                                                                                                                         
CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES – The city has received a draft code that will need to be looked over. Jane will be added to American Legal as an approved contact.

· Motion made to give Jane authority to communicate with American Legal: Cindy, Second: Mike, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

ELECTION INFORMATION – Debbie explained that Rob’s position was a four-year term. He was appointed for two and now he needs to run for the next two-years. Dan and Cindy will each be running for four-year terms. If Mike runs for Mayor and if he’s selected as mayor, then his position will be open and someone will need to be appointed to finish the next two years of this four-year term.

[bookmark: _Hlk122417563]MAYOR – Roy stated it has been a pleasure working with this council. 

Water meter kits need to be installed for Hoins and Calls. Rob will order the kits. Roy will offer help should he need it. Jane suggested four kits be kept on hand.

An MOU will be drafted with Matt Rice stating the terms of the building permit application approval. Roy will draft this MOU. Jerry will take the permit to Matt.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS – Danny Price mention a leak by his corner. Roy said Doug is aware of it and will fix that and get a manhole cover for the open manhole.                                                                                                  

ADJOURNMENT at 9:00 pm

· Motion to adjourn: Cindy, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.
              							                                                            		                NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING SEPTEMBER 16, 2025, 7:00 PM – CITY OFFICE

WORK MEETING SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 26, 2025 AT 7:00 PM
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