[image: ]BLOOMINGTON CITY COUNCIL AND PUBLIC HEARING
 MINUTES
BLOOMINGTON CITY OFFICE
45 N 1st West
May 20, 2026, at 7:00 PM



City Council Attendees: Mayor Mike Knapp, Cindy Piggott, Dan Porter, Rob Allred, Debbie Thomas, and Christine Cooper, Colin Hart by Zoom
BADC Attendees: Daniel Call, Heber Dunford, Jerry Thornock, Jane Simpson, and Winston Hart 
Community Attendees: Mark Peterson, Dale Thornock, Jesse Strong and Roy Bunderson for part of the time, and Richard (no last name) by Zoom
WELCOME – Mayor Mike Knapp welcomed and thanked all attending at 7:05 pm

INVOCATION – Dan Porter

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Cindy
	
GENERAL BUSSINESS							
APPROVE MARCH 18,2026 MINUTES

· Motion to approve minutes as amended: Rob, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes				                    
BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (BADC) REPORT   	             		
BUILDING PERMIT REPORT
KEVIN MCDONALD – Approved
DAVID BECKETT – Approved
DON THORNOCK – Denied for lack of enough front setback
MARK PETERSON – Approved 

HOGE ANNEXATION – The annexation is on hold and possibly not happening as all land owners do not want their land annexed.

· Motion to amend the agenda to move the Roy Bunderson annexation up on the agenda: Dan, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

ROY BUNDERSON ANNEXATION – Roy presented all information needed to annex.
He proposed annexation of approximately 100 acres of ground across the street from Mike Knapp’s property, north of Kelly Payne’s, and east from Reese’s property, between 400 and 500 North. Roy is hoping to put this land into a conservation easement, allowing the ground to remain agriculture in perpetuity. 

Roy was asked if the property and offer was still good on the city acquiring part of his property for the city to build another sewer lagoon on the North side of the city. He indicated this is still a possibility. However, when his children inherit his estate, they might not be as amenable. Because this land is contagious with the property to the South, the city will need to also annex the road. They will need to start maintaining the road. BADC felt the taxes on this property would outweigh the cost of maintenance. Debbie will go back in the minutes and see if a fee has been set for annexation. Roy has also contacted a developer concerning this land who may improve the city water system if Roy doesn’t go with the property easement. Roy does have this in writing should that need to be addressed. Roy’s choice would be to put this land into a conservation easement. The mayor felt this is the perfect situation for annexation, it meets the city vision statement perfectly. Should the conservation easement not happen, he thought it is still good for the city, because they would have influence over the land not the county.

· Motion to acknowledge the application, verify the approved fee schedule of cost to annex, and do some investigation on the narrowness of the road: Rob, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

OPEN ITEMS REPORT
COLIN – NEXT STEPS FOR GRANT: Colin is working with Kyle/HLE on the steps.
DEBBIE – SPEAK WITH IDOT: IDOT said to write up a proposal on what we’d like to do to protect the sewer panel.
DAN – SPEAK WITH KYLE ABOUT ROAD CUTS ON 50 EAST – Dan thought assignment was given in mistake. However, he said this has been taken care of and Rob has done a good job filling in the road cuts on 50 East. They discussed where the snowplow had dug up some of the pavement. It was suggested that reflectors be placed on the skinny roads in the winter marking the end of the pavement.

ROADS – Dan
· He spoke with the Schillings about fixing road potholes. 	
· There are no funds available for improvements this year other than the roads budget.
· Dan was made aware that if Bloomington, Paris, and St. Charles package their new LED streets together, we could get a better deal. Christine will have Mayor Wilkes from Paris call Dan to discuss further.
									
WATER - Rob							
CEMETERY WATER LINE – Rob 
· Rob received a quote of $190,000 to replace the waterline from the Canyon Road up Cemetery to the cemetery.

WATER ON ROAD ON CANYON STREET
· Rob is concerned about places in the city where the water pools on the roads as the snow melts. This would fall under the roads budget to fix.
· Dan said he would look at places where the water pools and see what can be done within the roads budget.
· Rob and Kyle spent time up at the spring finding the meters. Kyle will get him numbers on the cost of replacing the flow meters. 
	
SEWER – Colin: See above	
							
FACILITIES – Cindy	Comment by City Clerk: 
· The plans and flyer have been created for the Memorial Day celebration and breakfast.	
· It was suggested that since the celebration is a city activity, they would like to see some city faces serving breakfast. Cindy will recruit helpers.
· Cindy is hoping to take the money from the bazaar and use it for sound proofing.						
TREASURER - Christine						  	
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES

· Motion to pay the bills as presented: Dan, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
· There are 5 delinquent accounts. One is very delinquent. 
· After some investigation, it was found the city can turn the water off for non-payment, except when it’s ten degrees below zero for the elderly. A letter needs to be sent first notifying them of the shut-off. No time period is set by the State between the letter and shut-off.
· The city may want to adopt this procedure by resolution to the ordinance. 
· This will be put on the agenda for June.	

PUBLIC HEARING ON BUILDING LOT AND STANDARDS ORDINANCE (BLSO)	
Some of the Building and Development Committee (BADC) felt like they needed more time to review the attorney suggestions. Because of that the BADC suggested we postpone the public hearing and set a date for a work meeting with the council. The public hearing was postponed by the mayor based on the BADC information. The council felt like more time needed to be spent on the BLSO before the public hearing was held.

· Motion to postpone the BLSO public hearing, review the suggested changes, then set a date for the public hearing for the BLSO: Rob, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes
						
CLERK   	     								
SLURPLUS PROPERTY – The numbers for the sale of surplus property were presented. Debbie will send an email to all residents and landowners notifying them that these properties are for sale. Bids will be taken until thirty days have passed. If no bids come in, the city is free to relinquish these properties as they see fit. 
								  
MAYOR 								                       
MOSQUITO ABATMENT – Rich Kearl contacted the mayor and wanted to know if Bloomington wants him to spray for mosquitos this year. The cost of treatment is going up $45 per treatment. He usually does 9-13 treatments. The mayor asked the council what they would like to see happen. 

· Motion to approve the increase in cost for the mosquito abatement: Cindy, Second: Rob, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
· Is the city taking a 3% raise on the budget each year?
· In the fall, there is an occupancy tax and a new construction tax, is Bloomington taking these taxes?
· These taxes may have to petitioned for from the county clerk.	
· Cindy will check into this.
				    
 ADJOURNMENT 	at 8:21 pm.

· Motion to adjourn: Rob, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.
							       
 NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING – JULY 15, 2026, 7:00 PM – CITY OFFICE
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