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BLOOMINGTON CITY OFFICE
45 N 1st West
AUGUST 19, 2026, at 7:00 PM

City Council Attendees: Mayor Mike Knapp, Cindy Piggott, Dan Porter, Rob Allred, Colin Hart, Debbie Thomas, and Christine Cooper
BADC Attendees: Daniel Call, David Bee, Jane Simpson, and Heber Dunford
Community Attendees: Jay Ward, Roy and Shannon Bunderson, Mark Peterson, Shawn Turner, Justin and Austin Schilling,
WELCOME – Mayor Knapp welcomed all attending and called the meeting to order at 7:02.

INVOCATION – Colin Hart

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Cindy Piggott

AGENDA CHANGE – BUDGET HEARING – An error was discovered in the budget document, and Christine needed time to review and correct it. The Council moved the budget hearing to the end of the regular City Council business.

· Motion to move the Budget Hearing to the end of the City Council meeting: Cindy, Second: Rob, Vote Unanimous, Motion Passes.

ROY BUNDERSON – CULINARY WATER – Roy discussed the recent water-line emergency and thanked those who worked through the night to restore service. What the city learned from this water event:
· The city should document the emergency connection between 
· Bloomington Identify and map the City's water valves, and make sure the information is available when regular operators are not immediately available. 
· Some locations of valves have been documented in a book
· GPS mapping and permanent markers were discussed as ways to make valves easier to locate. 
The Council also discussed having a clearer schematic of the tank, valves, and connections. The mayor thanked all those who helped with this emergency.
 
BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (BADC)

BUILDING PERMITS – The BADC reported that a building permit for Don Thornock's shed had been reviewed and approved.

CODIFICATION – Following the recent joint work meeting, the BADC recommended regular work meetings with the City Council to review older ordinances and move the codification project forward by:
· Getting the City's existing ordinances reviewed, deciding which provisions are still current,
· Organizing the material so the codification can be completed rather than continuing to postpone it
· Review could be completed in four meetings.
· Several code sections are current or do not apply.
· Begin with the administration sections
· Focus on completing codification before moving to other large projects.
A work meeting was set for the first Tuesday of the month at 8:00 pm, following the BADC meeting for four weeks. Jane will provide materials that will need reviewing for each meeting.

BUILDING LOT AND STANDARDS ORDINANCE FORMS – The Council discussed the forms that accompany the adopted Building Lot and Standards Ordinance. These forms had been reviewed during the ordinance process but were not adopted with the ordinance, even though they had been approved in earlier meetings. The forms include: 
· Building permit/water and sewer connection application
· Building permit violation and request-for-compliance notice
· Notification of noncompliance/final demand, 
· Lot split application
· Limited use application. 
The Council agreed to review the forms. The BLSO and forms will be placed on the next regular meeting agenda for formal action.

ROY BUNDERSON ANNEXATION – The BADC reported that it had voted to forward the Roy Bunderson annexation to the City Council for consideration. The BADC explained that its role was to gather information and forward the matter, not to approve the annexation itself. Questions had been gathered from the BADC public hearing and committee members; some had been answered and others still required Council consideration. The complete list was not read aloud at this meeting and would be sent to Council members that evening. Questions specifically referenced included:
· Water-related questions concerning the proposed annexation and available City services.
· Road and access questions, including what responsibilities or requirements the city may need to address.
ROADS – Dan reviewed 300 North, including whether the proposed access would meet City standards and provide an adequate turnaround at the city limits. Engineering work is being done by Forsgren.

Magnesium chloride treatment on gravel roads as a way to reduce dust and preserve the road surface, with future applications to depend on how well the treatment performs was discussed.

The LRIP grant program was discussed. The city plans to apply again this year, and use Kyle as a resource in strengthening the application. Letters of support to be sent to Debbie who will pass them onto Kyle. A Five County meeting was identified for October 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the Oregon-California Trail Center, and attendance was encouraged because local support could help the application.

WATER – The Council again thanked those who responded to the recent water emergency. Discussion focused on lessons learned and on making the water system easier to operate and protect in future emergencies and new connections. Key questions included:
· How can valves, tank components, and access keys be documented so authorized people can respond quickly? A schematic, GPS/markers, a valve-location book, and a secure key box were discussed.
• Will new meters solve the low-pressure problem? It was clarified that the meters are intended to provide better flow data; they are not expected by themselves to increase pressure.
• What should the City require when a new water connection is made? The Council discussed requiring an authorized City representative to be present during the actual connection, using qualified contractors, standardized parts, and possibly having the city control the tap and charge an appropriate fee.


The low-water-pressure issue remains under review. Rob and Shawn were asked to develop a proposal for a future regular Council meeting addressing the connection process and City oversight. The Council confirmed that Bloomington’s standard residential meter remains three-quarter inch and supported developing a standardized parts list.

The City's sanitary survey went very well. The State representative reviewed the system and the City received a very favorable report. The recent chlorination and the City's response to the water emergency were discussed in connection with the survey. Only minor maintenance-type items at the tank, including items such as gaskets and lead-control meters, were identified for follow-up.

SEWER – Tyler Warner's work at the pump station was reported substantially complete, with possibly one minor item remaining. The Council also discussed the wastewater study and an approximately $20,000 amount associated with the study, with additional review of the billing still needed.

The Hoins sewer/grinder-pump installation was discussed at length because work in and near the City road raised several concerns. Key questions included:
• Was the line deep enough under the road, and were the open trenches safe? A section was reported to be less than two feet deep, raising frost concerns, and the Council emphasized that the trenches needed to be filled.
• Had the City received adequate notice and an opportunity to inspect the work before backfilling, and did the route match the City’s understanding of the MOU?
• What grinder-pump, pipe, and installation standards should the City require in the future? The Council discussed establishing clearer standards rather than handling each project differently.
• Could a contractor tie into City utility infrastructure without City personnel present? The Council’s direction was no. Colin was asked to communicate that an authorized City representative must be present before any tie-in.

FACILITIES – Cindy requested an increase in compensation for Trish Carlin, who cleans the city facilities. She noted that it had been several years since her last raise and discussed current cleaning wages and the city budget before considering an increase.

· Motion to give Trish Carlin a $0.50 per hour raise: Cindy, Second: Dan, Motion Carries.

TREASURER

PAYMENT OF EXPENSES  

· Motion to pay the bills as presented: Dan, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Carries.

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS – Three delinquent accounts were reported. One account holder had recently made a payment, and the Council briefly reviewed whether the remaining accounts were communicating and making progress.

CLERK – Debbie clarified the forms intended to accompany the Building Lot and Standards Ordinance. Although digital copies had been sent and the forms had been reviewed previously, the Council preferred that members read them again before taking formal action. Debbie was asked to place the forms on the next regular meeting agenda and remind Council members to review them in advance.

2027 BUDGET HEARING – Christine reviewed the proposed budget, comparing 2025 actual expenditures, the prior-year budget, and the proposed 2027 budget. She explained that the budget generally reflects a 3% annual increase and that larger water and sewer figures include restricted carryover balances.

During the public portion of the hearing, questions included:
• Where is the City year-to-date in spending, and how does that compare with prior actual expenditures and the current budget?
• Why does projected revenue appear higher than the prior year? Christine explained that much of the increase is carryover, especially in water and sewer funds.
• Does the revenue estimate include all State and County tax revenue, and why did expenditures appear to exceed the revenue shown? It was explained that some tax revenue was not yet included, so the City expected additional revenue.
• Was the general property tax figure correct? An extra zero was identified; the figure was to be corrected to approximately $47,000 and totals recalculated.

· Motion to close the public portion of the Budget Hearing: Rob, Second: Dan, Vote Unanimous, Motion Carries.

After the public portion was closed, the Council reviewed the proposed budget by category. No additional amendments were proposed before the budget vote.

· Motion to approve the 2027 budgeted amounts: Dan, Second: Colin. Roll-call vote: Colin – Yes; Rob – Yes; Dan – Yes; Cindy – Yes. Motion Passes.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS – The Council returned to costs resulting from the recent water-line break. The question was whether emergency contractors should bill the responsible party directly or whether invoices should first come to the City.
• The Council agreed the City should receive the invoices, including related costs such as additional sampling, compile the total, and then promptly bill the responsible party so the City has a complete record.

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm.

· Motion to adjourn: Rob, Second: Cindy, Vote Unanimous, Motion Carries.

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING – SEPTEMBER 16, 2026, 7:00 PM – CITY OFFICE
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